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1st Farm Credit Services (ag lending co-op)
Ms. Jana McLaughlin
700 E. Jackson Ave.

Monmouth, IL 61462
309-734-8484, jmclaug@1stfarmcredit.com

www.1stfarmcredit.com

Gailey Eye Clinic, Ltd.
Dr. Matthew Johnson

834 N. Seminary St. Ste. 103
Galesburg, IL

343-6000

January Community Events
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Thu. 22 Jan, 2015 

Rootabaga Jammers Concert (Thu. 22 Jan, 2015 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm) 

Rootabaga Jammers Free Concert!!!  Come enjoy the great Big Band sounds of the Rootabaga 
Jammers, bring your best friend, parther or anyone and dance if you have happy feet or just sit, 
listen, tap your toes and savor the wonderful sounds this group make. There will be free 
refreshments served, the doors open at 6 PM and the band will play from 6:30 to 8:30. 

It also happens to be Bob Clark's birthday so make sure to say Happy Birthday to him as he 
plays this great music for all of you. 

Sun. 25 Jan, 2015 

Bridal & Prom Expo (Sun. 25 Jan, 2015 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm) 

Bridal & Prom Expo!!!  Sabrina's is hosting their annual Bridal & Prom Expo Sunday, January 25 
2015 at the Galesburg Sandburg Mall from noon to 5 PM.  FREE admission for everyone.   You 
will find everything you need for your wedding or prom, all in one fun filled day at the expo. At 
4:00 pm there will be a fashion show in center court featuring the latest in bridal, prom and 
tuxedo styles from Jovani, Le Femme, Alyce, Karishma Creations, DaVinci and more.  Sign up at 
the registration booth to have a chance to win one of many prizes in the drawing, some of the 
prizes will be;  a custom made bracelet by Ryan Kohl (in-house jeweler at Kohl's Diamond 
Gallery) valued at $1,000, a $2,000 dream vacation, $1,000 wedding package and a $500 Prom 
gown.  

 For more information please call 309-341-0842 

Sat. 31 Jan, 2015 

Knox College International Fair (Sat. 31 Jan, 2015 4:00 pm - Sun. 1 Feb, 2015 5:00 pm) 

Food, arts, crafts and entertainment from around the world, presented by Knox College 
students and visiting performers. For more information regarding the event, visit their website. 
www.knox.edu/internationalfair.xml 
Always the last Saturday in January 
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Thank you to the  following businesses who renewed 
their  membership.  We value your support and participation!



Welcome to 2015.  It seemed like it 
took all year to get here! I guess that is 
unavoidable.
For the New Year, it’s time for us to 
assess our New Year’s Resolutions.

1. Use your vacation days!!!
Americans are terrible for NOT 
using their vacation days.  According 
to a U. S. Travel press release from 
October 21, 2014, American workers 
permanently lost a total of 169 million 
days of paid time off (PTO) across the 
workforce in 2013, according to a new 
analysis, “All Work and No Pay: The 
Impact of Forfeited Time Off.” These 
days could not be rolled over, could 
not be paid out, were not banked or 
used for any other benefit. 
Conducted by Oxford Economics for 
the U.S. Travel Association’s Travel 
Effect initiative, the study shows that 
by forfeiting this time American 
employees surrender $52.4 billion 
in benefits. That puts the value 
of a forgone day, where workers 
are providing free labor for their 
employers, at an average of $504 per 
employee.

We are so busy looking over our 
shoulder to make sure our jobs are ok 
that we tend to not use our vacation 
time.  "Americans suffer from a work 
martyr complex," said Roger Dow, 
President and CEO of the U.S. Travel 
Association. "In part, it's because 
'busyness' is something we wear as a 
badge of honor. But it's also because 
we're emerging from a tough economy 
and many feel less secure in their 
jobs. Unfortunately, workers do not 
seem to realize that forfeiting their 
vacation time comes at the expense 
of their overall health, well-being and 
relationships."
(from Huffington Post “The Blog” by 
Ariana Huffington, Aug 19, 2014)
If we all took just one more day of 
vacation, the conversion of unused 
days of paid time off into travel would 
result in an additional 580 million 

days of travel and an additional $67 
billion in travel spending. The total 
economic impact of this additional 
spending, including indirect
effects, would be 1.2 million U.S. jobs 
and $52 billion in additional income 
earned.
(Oxford Economics:  An Assessment 
of Paid Time Off in the U.S., February 
2014.)

2. Help others
A popular, non-selfish New Year's 
resolution, volunteerism can take 
many forms. Whether you choose to 
spend time helping out at your local 
library, mentoring a child, or building 
a house, there are many nonprofit 
volunteer organizations that could 
really use your help.
A few fine examples of organizations 
to volunteer your time:  
a) The Knox Prairie Community 
Kitchen always needs help organizing 
dinners, finding food and fundraising.  
b) The Knox County United 
Way has an active Board who organize 
fundraising and education for Knox 
County residents utilizing supported 
services.  
c) Big Brothers Big Sisters is 
the nation's premiere donor and 
volunteer-supported youth mentoring 
organization.  Help a child fulfill his 
or her potential.
d) Become a reading buddy 
through CUSD #205 or your local 
school district.

3. If you think somebody is cute, 
say “hi” and introduce yourself. 
Every relationship you have ever had 
started with a greeting.   This is good 
advice for the New Year.  You may 
find someone to help you use your 
vacation days!
4. Cross something off your bucket 
list. Sky dive, bungee jump, scuba 
dive, etc. Don’t make excuses as to 
why you can’t accomplish something, 
and check out.  While on that extra 
vacation day, you will need something 

to do.
5. Strengthen relationships with 
family members. Blood is thicker 
than water.  This one will make you 
feel better and, if your family member 
lives somewhere you want to visit… 
bingo! You just saved money at a 
hotel.
6. Help strangers. “Pay it forward,” do 
good things for the world — and don’t 
post a Facebook status about it. I was 
recently at a drive thru and the car in 
front of me paid for my lunch!  You 
can make someone’s day or even their 
year!
7. Stop taking yourself so seriously! 
Relax!
There are many other choices for 
your New Year’s Resolution. I think 
that seven is good place to stop for 
this list.  Never overwhelm yourself 
with resolutions or ultimatums.  Take 
them one at a time.  If you start to feel 
frustrated, use some of those vacation 
days you are hording.

My wish for all of you in 2015 is this: 
good life, good health and good love!

An old Irish Blessing to all of you:
May you always have…

Walls for the winds;
A roof for the rain;
Teas beside the fire;

Laughter to cheer you;
Those you love near you;

And all that your heart might desire!

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Bill Morris
Executive 
Director,
Galesburg 
Area 

Convention & Visitors Bureau
bmorris@visitgalesburg.com
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Dave Heller is the president and CEO of Main Street Baseball, LLC, and the Managing Partner of three 
affiliated minor league baseball teams: the Quad Cities River Bandits 
(Midwest League, Single-A affiliate of the Houston Astros), the High Desert 
Mavericks (California League, Advanced-A affiliate of the Texas Rangers) 
and, most recently, the Billings Mustangs (Pioneer League, short-season 
affiliate of the Cincinnati Reds). Heller is also the new majority owner of a 
fourth team, the Wilmington Blue Rocks (Carolina League, Advanced-A 
affiliate of the Kansas City Royals). 

In the Quad Cities, the River Bandits, led by Heller and his partner Bob 
Herrfeldt, have sparked a stunning resurgence of baseball, winning two league 
championships in the past four seasons, setting the all-time per-game 

attendance record in Quad Cities (they've had affiliated baseball since 1931!) and capturing numerous awards 
for their innovative promotions and ballpark improvements.  

Within a month of purchasing the Bandits, Heller sold naming rights to Modern Woodmen of America, a 
fraternal financial services company, in a 20-year deal worth $4.5 million - a huge number for a team operating 
in one of baseball's smaller markets. Since then, Modern Woodmen Park has earned as many accolades as any 
ballpark in the country. It was voted "the best minor league ballpark in America" by the readers of USA 
Today and 10Best.com and the Midwest League's best ballpark by Baseball America. It earned a 5-star rating 
from BallparkDigest.com, was named one of the two most beautiful ballparks in minor league baseball by USA 
Today, one of the top 10 in the nation by Parade Magazine, and was selected "the #2 Coolest Minor League 
Ballpark in America" by Complex Magazine.

Heller graduated summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa with honors from Brown University and earned a 
Master's Degree in Politics from Oxford University (Nuffield College), where he earned an Overseas Research 
Scholarship. He went on to Yale University, where he completed his Master's thesis and taught his own 
undergraduate seminar on 20th Century American politics, before moving to Washington, D.C. Born in 
Cleveland and raised in Baltimore, Heller and his wife June now live in Miami and Davenport with their two 
sons, Dylan (6) and Cade (4).  

Annual Dinner 
 

 Thursday, February 26th, 2015 

 The Kensington Ballroom 
 311 E. Simmons Street 

SAVE

THE

DATE

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 



Promote Your Business Through Membership
You've already made a wise choice by becoming a member of the Galesburg Area Chamber of 
Commerce, now you can use that membership to promote your business to other Chamber members as 
well as the local community.

WANT TO HOST AN EVENT?

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS (BAH) is the Chamber's premier networking event 
held from 5:00- 7:00 p.m. at a member's business location. This evening networking 
opportunity is available for hosting throughout the year for only $350.00. Members 
visit the sponsor’s place of business at no charge which showcases their location and 

products or services. It is also an opportunity for the sponsor to tell us about the business. This is a great 
opportunity to meet and get to know other community members while enjoying hors d'oeuvres and 
refreshments. Call the Chamber office today to schedule hosting BAH in 2015.

Galesburg On The Go – Lunch (GOTG) is another great networking opportunity. 
GOTG is held from 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Besides meeting friends and making new 
acquaintances, members who sponsor this event present information about the 
business or organization to other members and associates. Presentations are 15 -

20 minutes and the cost for sponsoring is only $200.00. If GOTG is more to your liking, call the 
Chamber office today to schedule hosting GOTG in 2015.

WAYS TO STAY CONNECTED WITH THE CHAMBER

1 VISIT THE CHAMBER ONLINE at www.galesburg.org for the most up-to-date information on 
Chamber events and issues. The site features an interactive events calendar, a Membership Directory 
search engine, and all you need to know to get involved.

2 ATTEND CHAMBER EVENTS. Whether it's networking, advocacy, education, young 
professionals or professional development, there is no shortage of events for members. Get involved 
and stay informed by clicking on our Events Calendar tab on our website.

3 JOIN A COMMITTEE. All Committees are comprised of member volunteers. We encourage you or 
one of your staff to join a committee that is of interest to your business or organization. 

Ambassadors 
Serves as the Public Relations Arm of the Chamber. 

Government Affairs 
Monitors legislative activity at all levels. 
Develops and maintains relationships with area elected officials. 
Develops the Chamber legislative agenda. 
Makes recommendations regarding policy positions to the Board of Directors. 

Professional Development 
Development and implementation of leadership training programs to benefit Members 
and the community as a whole. 

Transportation 
Monitors transportation issues that affect Knox County businesses and residents. 
Reviews transportation policies and projects and recommends positions and actions to the
Board of Directors. 

Young Professionals of Galesburg 
Responsible for enriching the careers of Galesburg area professionals under 40 through 
networking, education and community service.



BENEFITS OF CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP

Newsletter Inserts

One of the benefits of being a Chamber member is the opportunity to place a flyer 
insert (must be in .jpg or .pdf format) in our monthly newsletter. You can promote 
a special sale, a new business feature, an upcoming event, etc. The ideas are 
endless. Some things our newsletter highlights is our events, new members, 
member recognitions (under “Toot Your Own Horn”), ribbon cuttings. It reaches 
850 Chamber individuals in addition to anyone accessing our website for 
information about the Galesburg area. 

“THIS WEEK AT THE CHAMBER”

Sent every Monday to announce Chamber & Member happenings & events for the 
current and upcoming week. These emails are sent out to the Chamber's email list
through Constant Contact.

                      NEW FOR                                
                      

PAYPAL

When signing up to attend a Chamber event you are NOW able to pay at the same 
time by using PayPal. You do not need a PayPal account to do this. When you 
select the "Pay with PayPal or Credit Card" option on the registration form, you 
will have the option to pay with your PayPal account or as "guest" with your
credit or debit card.

Introducing a member benefit for NEW Chamber members 
beginning in 2015!!!!

When a business joins the Galesburg Area Chamber of Commerce, that business will now receive a gift 
certificate to use for advertising on any of Prairie Radio Communications’ three stations: WAIK 1590 
AM, WRAM Classic Country 1330 AM, or WMOI Sunny 97.7 FM. Certificates cannot be used toward 
existing advertising and cannot be redeemed for cash. The certificate is good for six (6) months from the 
date of issuance, and is valued at $250.00!

                                                                                                                        



New Chamber Member Benefit 
In an effort to expand our membership services and meet our members' needs, the Galesburg Chamber 
announces a new marketing opportunity: the Email Blast Program. Many of our Chamber members 
inquire about our office sending an email "blast' to our distribution lists, on their behalf. These requests 
range from announcing a new product or service to advertising an upcoming event and this new 
program allows you, as a member, to send emails to our distribution list with the following stipulations: 

• The Chamber staff will send ONE email "blast" per business day. 
Similar to our newsletter inserts, you will need to make a 
reservation for the day you want your email to be distributed. 
There would be NO email blasts on days when the Chamber 
office is closed. You may reserve spots on a first come, first 
served basis by calling or emailing our office. 

• Email blasts will be sent "on behalf of' your 
business/organization. This would be stated in the email 
to ensure that the email is not perceived as being 
endorsed by the Chamber. The chamber staff reserves the 
right to reject an email due to its content. 

• You are responsible for formatting and constructing the email 
and sending it to our office (chamber@galesburg.org) at least 
24 hours prior to the reserved date. We will NOT edit the email 
in any way. The Chamber office will then "blast" it to our list of 
over 850 individuals that have the option of forwarding it. 

• You may choose to send attachments with your email blast, 
keeping in mind that it must not exceed the size limit and 
have the ability to be forwarded. 

• The cost for this service is $20.00 per email blast. As a 
member, you can send one email blast per month. If you 
reserve a space, then fail to send us your email, you will still 
be charged the $20.00. 

It is not our intention to flood our members' inboxes with emails, 
which is why we will limit the email blasts to ONE per day. 

We are excited to share this new marketing opportunity with you and hope that this will serve as an 
inexpensive, yet highly effective, marketing tool for our members.  If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact Mary at mplue@galesburg.org or call 343-1194. 

New for 2015
If you are between the ages of 21 
and 40 and work at a business that 
is a member of the Galesburg Area 
Chamber of Commerce, you can now 

join the Young Professionals of Galesburg at no additional cost! Simply provide our office with 
the names and contact information, and we will forward to that committee for future contact. 
Dues will still apply to individuals who are not employed by a Chamber member, and events will 
still have a charge to attend, regardless of your employer.



Have you visited our new website yet? (www.galesburg.org) 
Galesburg.org reaches not only local people, but is viewed 
by thousands of individuals seeking information about the 
Galesburg and Knox County area.  You are now able to 
advertise on our website:

 Size  285 x 100 pixel
 Price:  $300.00 per year
  $200.00 per 6 months

For more information contact the Chamber at chamber@
galesburg.org or 309-343-1194.

DID YOU KNOW?
THIS WEEK AT THE CHAMBER has two new links: 
•	 “Chamber	Made”	a	blog	by	Steven	Brody,	published	by	The	Register-Mail
•	 The	link	to	our	printable	newsletter	on	our	website	

http://www.galesburg.org


Toot Your Own Horn!
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Our Big Deals store is an online store that offers gift certificates on goods or services to local businesses. 
The Big Deals online store is a way for you to save money on goods or services that you buy retail all the 
time. You may buy and use as many gift certificates as you like at any participating business. Access our 
Big Deals store by visiting our station website at 977wmoi.com, 1330wram.com or 1590waik.com and 
clicking on the Big Deals banner. 

If your business would like to participate in our Big Deals store in exchange for commercials, please 
call WMOI, WRAM and WAIK at 734-9452 to learn how!

McGladrey LLP, the nation's leading provider of assurance, tax and 
consulting services focused on the middle market, announces Jill Prescher 
has been promoted to assurance senior manager in the firm’s Galesburg 
office.

Prescher, who joined the firm in 2004, serves clients in the healthcare, not-
for-profit, and commercial industries. She graduated with a master’s degree 
and a bachelor’s degree from Illinois State University and is a certified public 
accountant.

About McGladrey 
McGladrey LLP is the leading U.S. provider of assurance, tax and consulting 
services focused on the middle market, with more than 7,000 professionals 
and associates in more than 75 cities nationwide. McGladrey is a licensed 
CPA firm, and serves clients around the world through RSM International, 
a global network of independent accounting, tax and consulting firms. For 
more information join our Facebook fan page at McGladrey News, follow us 

on Twitter @McGladrey, and connect with us on LinkedIn, and/or on 
YouTube.



 Tabitha Jozwick joined the Galesburg Data Entry 
team December 1st.  She graduated from Carl 
Sandburg College and Western Illinois University 
and served two AmeriCorps VISTA terms with the 
ROE office in Monmouth.  She and her husband 
Marshall live in Monmouth.

Tabitha has numerous hobbies which include reading, writing, baking, photography, cross-stitching, music 
and volunteer work.  Her goal is to become a newspaper journalist.

Carla Burgland (Payroll) received her award 
for 30years of service, pictured with Phil 
Arnold and Peggy McCoy.
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click here to read more

http://www.knoxprairiekitchen.org/#!playhouse/che7


 SCHEDULE 

Dinner Served 5:30 to 7: 00pm 
Doors Open at 5:15pm 

 
Dinners are served at Central 

Congregational Church 

60 Public Square,  
Galesburg, Illinois 

knoxprairiekitchen@gmail.com 

(309) 342-KPCK 

 

P.O. Box 1784 
Galesburg, IL 61402 

www.knoxprairiekitchen.org 

 

 

January 8 

January 22 

February 12 

February 26 

 

 

March 12 

March 26 
 
 

 










